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STAFF
PICKS
STAFF
PICKS

Tammy Smith
TECHNICAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

The Wonder Boy of Whistle Stop by Fannie Flagg 
Fannie Flagg has long been one of my favorite authors when I want to read 
something light and humorous that also tells a great story. Fried Green 
Tomatoes at the Whistle Stop Cafe is one of my all-time favorite books, so I 
was excited when The Wonder Boy of Whistle Stop was released. I love the 
way the author wove the past into the future in small-town, rural America 
while continuing the stories of the characters from the original book. I 
especially enjoyed listening to the audio version of the book because it is 
read by the author which gives the feeling of sitting in a porch swing listening 
to her tell you the story! *Available in print, large print, book-on-CD and on 
cloudLibrary as an e-book and e-audiobook

Derry Jones
LOUISE WILLIAMS BRANCH TEEN SERVICES AND REFERENCE 

This is My America by Kim Johnson 
In This is My America, Tasha fights the trauma of losing her father while 
also fighting for his freedom by using her voice. This novel is one of my 
new favorite young adult books. Although at first the story seems to be 
a murder mystery about a young teen of color attempting to get her 
father out of prison, it is so much more than that. The book examines 
mass incarceration and how it affects families. This is My America does 
not shy away from dealing with trauma and does not hesitate to address 
the topic of race in America. The main character of color, the important 
topics that are addressed and the resounding message that regardless of 
who you are, your voice matters makes This is My America a must-read 
for young adults. *Available in print and on cloudLibrary as an e-book 
and e-audiobook 

Kathleen Byrd
WEST OUACHITA BRANCH MANAGER 

A Gentleman in Moscow: A Novel by Amor Towles 
In 1922 Moscow, Count Alexander Rostov is under house arrest in the grand 
Metropol Hotel. He has been sentenced to live the rest of his days in an attic 
room. His crime? He is charged as an aristocrat by the Bolsheviks, and unlike so 
many other Russian aristocrats, Rostov will be allowed to live. Across from the 
hotel stands the Kremlin, and the officers frequent the hotel restaurant where 
Rostov is employed as a waiter. Outside of the hotel, Russia’s most turbulent 
events take place as Rostov’s life is interwoven into the interesting lives of 
other hotel residents and visiting officials. A Gentleman in Moscow is elegantly 
written historical fiction and is a story that will stay with you long after you finish. 
*Available in print, book-on-CD and on cloudLibrary as an e-book and e-audiobook 
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PRIDE, PREJUDICE, AND OTHER 
FLAVORS BY SONALI DEV 
Dr. Trisha Raje is San Francisco’s most acclaimed 
neurosurgeon, whose influential immigrant family 
achieved power by making its own non-negotiable 
rules. Up-and-coming chef DJ Caine has known 
people like Trisha before, who judge him by his 
rough beginnings and place pedigree above 
character. He needs the lucrative job the Rajes 
offer, but he values his pride too much to indulge 
Trisha’s arrogance. *Available in print, book-on-CD 

and on both cloudLibrary and Hoopla as an e-book and e-audiobook 

YOU HAD ME AT HOLA BY 
ALEXIS DARIA 
After a messy public breakup, soap 
opera darling Jasmine Lin Rodriguez 
finds her face splashed across the 
tabloids. When she begins to film the 
starring role in a bilingual romantic 
comedy for the number one streaming 

service in the 
country, Jasmine 
figures her new 
“Leading Lady 
Plan” should be 
easy enough to 
follow—until a 
casting shake-
up pairs her 
with telenovela 
hunk Ashton 
Suárez.*Available 
in print and on 
cloudLibrary as 
an e-book and 
e-audiobook 

GET A LIFE, 
CHLOE 
BROWN BY 
TALIA HIBBERT 
After almost 
dying, Chloe 
Brown comes 
up with several 
directives to 
help her “Get a 

Life.” On the list is finally moving out of her 
glamorous family’s mansion, traveling the 
world with nothing but hand luggage and 
doing something bad. But it’s not easy being 
bad, even when you’ve written step-by-step 
guidelines on how to do it correctly. What 
Chloe needs is a teacher, and she knows just 
the man for the job.*Available in print and on 
both cloudLibrary and Hoopla as an e-book 
and e-audiobook 

FIX HER UP  
BY TESSA  
BAILEY 
Travis Ford was 
major league 
baseball’s 
hottest rookie 
when an injury 
ended his 
career. Now he’s 
flipping houses 
to keep busy 
and trying to 

forget his glory days. And then there’s 
Georgie, his best friend’s sister, who 
is not a kid anymore. When she 
proposes a wild scheme—that they 
pretend to date, to shock her family 
and help him land a new job—he 
agrees. What’s the harm? *Available 
in print, book-on-CD and on both 
cloudLibrary and Hoopla as an e-book 
and e-audiobook 

THE 
SWITCH 
BY BETH 
O’LEARY 
When 
overachiever 
Leena Cotton is 
ordered to take 
a two-month 
sabbatical 
from work, 

she escapes from London to visit her 
grandmother Eileen, who is newly single 
and about to turn eighty. Eileen would like a 
second chance at love, but her tiny Yorkshire 
village doesn’t offer many eligible gentlemen. 
Leena proposes a solution: a two-month 
swap. But stepping into one another’s shoes 
proves more difficult than either of them 
expected. *Available in print, large print and 
on cloudLibrary as an e-book and e-audiobook 

What sounds more appealing to you?

BOOK A DATE FOR 
VALENTINE’S DAY! 
BOOK A DATE FOR 
VALENTINE’S DAY! 

A new adventure. I’m traveling…A romantic night at home. I’d enjoy…

…to England.

…anywhere and everywhere.

…cooking a romantic dinner for my date.

…anything on HGTV. …all the soap operas.

…cuddling on the couch watching TV. I’m watching…
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Get started by downloading the Flipster 
app on the Apple App Store or Google 
Play Store. All you need is your Library 
card number and PIN number. Your PIN 
number is the last four digits of your 
phone number, unless otherwise noted.  

With your Library card, you can read 
your favorite magazines, including Better 
Home & Gardens, Popular Mechanics, 
People and more.

You can also borrow print 
magazines at your local branch! 
Current issues are available to 
read in the building, and older 

issues are available to bring 
home. You can borrow up to 

5 magazines with your Library 
card. Magazines are due back 
to the Library one week after 

check out. 

With the Flipster 
app and your 
Library card, you 
can download 
magazines straight 
to your device.
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FEBRUARY IS 
BLACK HISTORY 

MONTHLEARN MORE ABOUT THESE 
LEGENDARY BLACK AMERICANS BY 
CHECKING OUT THE TITLES BELOW.

MADAM C.J. WALKER 
Louisiana native, entrepreneur, philanthropist and activist 
Madam C.J. Walker was the first female self-made millionaire in 
America. Walker is famous for developing, marketing and selling 
cosmetics and hair products for Black women.

Self Made by A’Lelia Bundles (originally published as On Her 
Own Ground): available in print and on cloudLibrary as an e-book and 
e-audiobook 

Madam C.J. Walker’s Gospel of Giving by Tyrone McKinley 
Freeman: available in print 

Vision of Beauty by Kathryn Lasky: available in print 

BONUS: Read a handwritten letter from Walker to Mrs. Long of 
Madison Parish in the Louisiana Digital Library.

JACKIE ROBINSON  
In 1947, Jackie Robinson became the first Black player for the 
MLB when he was drafted by the Dodgers for first base. He 
was known for his character and talent. 

42: available on DVD 

I  Never Had It Made: An Autobiography by Jackie Robinson: 
available in print, book-on-CD and on cloudLibrary as an e-book

Child of the Dream: A Memoir of 1963 by Sharon Robinson 
(Jackie Robinson’s daughter): available in print and on Hoopla as an 
e-audiobook 
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ELLA FITZGERALD 
Ella Fitzgerald was a legendary musician, having won 13 
Grammy awards and selling more than 40 million albums. 
The Queen of Jazz is remembered for her beautiful tone 
and creative improvisation.

The Complete Piano Duets: available on CD and for download on 
Hoopla 

Skit-Scat Raggedy Cat by Roxane Orgill: available in print 

Up Close: Ella Fitzgerald by Tanya Lee Stone: available in print 

TUSKEGEE AIRMEN  
The Tuskegee Airmen were a group of Black aviators in the 
U.S. Army Air Corps who flew more than 15,000 individual 
sorties during World War II. Together they earned more than 
150 Distinguished Flying Crosses and served their country 
with valor.

I Wanted to Be a Pilot: The Making of a Tuskegee 
Airman by Franklin J. Macon: available in print and as an 
e-book 

Who Were the Tuskegee Airmen? By Sherri L. Smith: 
available in print and on cloudLibrary as an e-audiobook 

Red Tails: available on DVD
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FALL IN 
LOVE WITH 
E-BOOKS

?

?

? WHY HAVE YOU READ MORE 
E-BOOKS THAN PRINT BOOKS 
RECENTLY?
The closure of the Library and limited access during 
the pandemic steered me online more. I am so grateful 
to the Library for increasing the number of offerings 
available online this year as well as continuing to have 
print books available for those who prefer to touch 
paper. 

WHAT ARE YOUR THOUGHTS 
ON THE LIBRARY HAVING 
E-BOOKS AVAILABLE TO 
BORROW?  
Love it! I love the path my Ouachita Parish Public 
Library is on with making virtual offerings available 
to us all. But more than that, I love that the Library 
makes both online and print offerings available. 
They meet people where they are and that is what 
I most appreciate. 

WHY IS READING SO 
IMPORTANT TODAY?   
I have always been a “knowledge is power” kind of 
person and that has remains true especially this year. 
For our mental health, we need to let our minds wander 
to other things and other places sometimes. We need 
to experience other things and walk in other people’s 
shoes. Reading helps us to do that. Reading also 
increases our vocabulary and introduces us to ideas and 
concepts we might not have been familiar with. That 
certainly happened to me this year with some of the 
books we read in my book clubs. 

?

? WHAT WOULD YOU SAY TO 
SOMEONE WHO IS HESITANT 
TO TRY E-BOOKS?
It is so worth it. People may think it’s hard to get set up 
and hard to get online. If you can’t get set up, someone 
from the Library can help. People that know me know 
I am an advocate of checking to see if the Library has 
it first before I buy the book or audiobook.  

IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE 
YOU’D LIKE TO ADD?   
I am proud that part of our tax dollars fund the Library 
and proud of the job Ouachita Parish Public Library 
does and has done for us. Not only do they provide the 
online resources, they also have DVDs for checkout, 
computers, homework help and virtual story time, as 
well as virtual trivia and other programs to keep us 
engaged. They coordinate book clubs (now virtual) for 
those like me who love to read AND talk about what 
we have read. I am in the Library’s Lost in the Stacks 
Book Club, Mocha Monday Book Club and the quarterly 
Online Book Club that you can find through the Library’s 
Facebook page. I would love to see some of you there! If 
reading something good has become a challenge, I hope 
you get some tips from this article or do what I do: ask a 
librarian. We have some of the best! 

Long-time patron Vanessa 
reads dozens of books each 
year. She usually reads 
print books, but began 
downloading more e-books 
during the pandemic. 
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The cloudLibrary app allows you to 
download both e-books and e-audiobooks 
with your Library card. Each Library card 
can download up to 5 items at a time 
on the cloudLibrary app. Download the 
cloudLibrary app on the Apple App Store 
or Google Play Store. CloudLibrary is also 
compatible with Nooks and Kindle Fires 
(fourth generation and up).

The Hoopla app not only lets you 
borrow e-books and e-audiobooks, but 
also music, movies and TV shows. You 
can borrow up to 7 items per calendar 
month on the Hoopla app. Hoopla is 
available to download on the Apple 
App Store and Google Play Store. 
Hoopla is also compatible with Kindle 
Fire and most smart TVs.

You can download 
e-books like Vanessa by 
using the cloudLibrary 
and Hoopla apps. 
All you need is your 
Library card number 
and PIN number. 
Your PIN number is 
the last four digits of 
your phone number, 
unless you specified 
otherwise. If you have 
any questions on how 
to use cloudLibrary and 
Hoopla call the Library 
at (318) 327-1490 or 
email a librarian at  
help@oplib.org. 

E-BOOKS AND 
E-AUDIOBOOKS 
WITH YOUR 
LIBRARY CARD 

E-BOOKS AND 
E-AUDIOBOOKS 
WITH YOUR 
LIBRARY CARD 
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CHECK OUT THESE 
HISTORICAL FICTION 
NOVELS TO TRAVEL 
THROUGH TIME.

MARCH IS 
WOMEN’S 
HISTORY 

MONTH
THE FAMILIARS BY STACEY HALLS 
Fleetwood is with child again, though none of her 
previous pregnancies have borne fruit. She meets 
a midwife named Alice, who promises to help deliver a 
healthy baby. But Alice soon stands accused of witchcraft. Set 
during the real Pendle Hill Witch Trials, this novel raises the question: Was 
witch-hunting really women-hunting?  *Available in print, large print, on cloudLibrary as an 
e-book and e-audiobook and and Hoopla as an e-audiobook 

CONJURE WOMEN BY AFIA ATAKORA 
Spanning eras and generations, Conjure Women tells of the lives of three unforgettable women: Miss May 
Belle, a wise healing woman; her precocious and observant daughter Rue, who is reluctant to follow in 
her mother’s footsteps as a midwife; and their master’s daughter Varina. *Available in print, large print 
and on cloudLibrary as an e-book and e-audiobook 

THE BOOK OF LOST FRIENDS BY LISA WINGATE
The Book of Lost Friends is a story of three young women on a journey in search of family amidst the 
destruction of the post-Civil War South, and of a modern-day teacher who rediscovers their story and its 
connection to her own students’ lives. *Available in print, large print, book-on-CD and on cloudLibrary as 
an e-book and e-audiobook 

MAY 29, 1851

SEPTEMBER 30, 1868

FEBRUARY 1907

MARCH 3, 1913

Little Women by Louisa May Alcott 1868 is published, inspiring 
generations of women to come. The book has never been out 
of print. 

Genie Layton is the first woman to vote in Ouachita Parish. A railroad 
tax was on the ballot. At this time in Louisiana, white women could only 
vote on property taxes if they owned property that would be affected. 

On the eve of Woodrow Wilson’s inauguration, suffragists march on 
Washington. With an estimated crowd of 250,000 onlookers, some 

of the men blocked the route, hurled insults and spat on the women. When police failed to 
intervene, U.S. Army troops cleared the streets for the march to continue. 

Sojourner Truth gives her famous “Ain’t I a Woman?” speech at the 
Women’s Rights Convention in Akron, Ohio.  

OUACHITA PARISH PUBLIC LIBRARY9



THE BOOK WOMAN OF TROUBLESOME CREEK BY KIM MICHELE RICHARDSON
A lonely Appalachian woman joins the Pack Horse Library Project and becomes a librarian, riding 
across slippery creek beds and up treacherous mountains on her faithful mule to deliver books to the 
impoverished hill people of Eastern Kentucky. *Available in print, large print, book-on-CD and on both 
cloudLibrary and Hoopla as an e-book and e-audiobook 

THE VANISHING HALF BY BRIT BENNETT 
Weaving together multiple strands and generations of this family, from the Deep South to California, from 
the 1950s to the 1990s, The Vanishing Half is at once a riveting, emotional family story and a brilliant 
exploration of the American history of passing. Looking well beyond issues of race, the novel explores 
the lasting influence of the past as it shapes a person’s decisions, desires, and expectations. *Available in 
print, large print and on cloudLibrary as an e-book and e-audiobook  

MANHATTAN BEACH BY JENNIFER EGAN
Anna works at the Brooklyn Naval Yard, where women hold jobs that once belonged to men, now 
soldiers abroad. She becomes the first female diver, the most dangerous of occupations, repairing 
ships that will help America win the war. With the atmosphere of a noir thriller, Manhattan Beach 
follows Anna into a world populated by gangsters, sailors, divers, bankers and union men. *Available 
in print, book-on-CD and on cloudLibrary as an e-book and e-audiobook 

Equal Pay Act is signed into law by President John F. Kennedy. 

AUGUST 18, 1920

NOVEMBER 1920

MAY 4, 1933

JUNE 10, 1963

SEPTEMBER 21, 1981

JUNE 18, 1983

JANUARY 20, 2021

Tennessee ratifies the 19th Amendment. With Tennessee being the 
36th state to do so, the Amendment becomes law and ensures the 
right to vote could not be denied based on sex. 

Florence Porter Barnes of Calhoun is the first woman to register to 
vote in Ouachita Parish after the 19th Amendment’s ratification.

Frances Perkins becomes the first female Cabinet member, appointed 
Secretary of Labor by President Franklin D. Roosevelt.

Sandra Day O’Connor is confirmed by the Senate to be the 
first woman to serve on the Supreme Court. 

Sally Ride launches into space, the first American woman to do so.  

Kamala Harris is sworn in as the first female U.S. Vice President.  

SAVING SAVANNAH BY TONYA BOLDEN
The daughter of upper-class African-American parents in 1919 D.C., Savannah lives luxuriously, 
with an elite education and her pick of a man. Suffocated by the structure of society, she meets 
Nell, a working-class girl who introduces her to the suffragette and socialist movements, inspiring 
her to fight for change. *Available in print, on cloudLibrary as an e-book and e-audiobook and on 
Hoopla as an e-audiobook 
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GENEALOGY/LOCAL HISTORY 
PROGRAMMING

TEEN TUESDAYS 

HISTORY OF MONROE 
MARDI GRAS FEBRUARY 5 | 10:30am

Library Genealogist Lora Peppers will share stories from Fat 
Tuesdays past on Facebook Live. Learn about when Mardi 
Gras celebrations first arrived in Monroe and how Carnival has 
evolved in northeast Louisiana over the years.

AMONG US ORIGAMI FEBRUARY 9 | 4:00pm

Make origami Among Us crewmates with your choice of 
banana, toilet paper or sprout hat. It will be the most sus 
origami you’ll fold all year. We’ll go live on our Instagram  
(@oplib) on February 9 at 4 p.m. 

STEM BASKETBALL MARCH 16 | 4:00pm

Join your favorite teen librarians on Instagram Live (@oplib) 
for March Madness! In this fun STEM program, we’ll put our 
minds together to build a mini basketball hoop and launcher 
that you can play at home. Pick up a Grab & Go Kit at your 
local branch, while supplies last. 

A PICTURE IS WORTH 
A THOUSAND WORDS: 
HISTORIC OUACHITA 
IMAGES

MARCH 5 | 10:30am

Librarian Cyndy Robertson will teach you how to research 
historic images, documents and more in the Louisiana Digital 
Library in this special virtual program live on our Facebook 
page.

To celebrate Read Across America Day on March 2, the 
Library will give away free books to kids and teens who 
have Ouachita Parish Public Library cards. No matter if 
they’ve had a Library card for years or if they sign up on 
March 2, all kids and teens who have a card are eligible 
to receive a free book to keep. Books will be available at 
all branches only on March 2, while supplies last.  

Children and teens ages 16 and under must have a 
parent or legal guardian register the card for them. To 
register your child for a Library card, simply fill out a 
form at any branch and bring proof of identity and proof 
of address.

PROOF OF IDENTITY OF GUARDIAN EXAMPLES 
•	 Current driver’s license (from any state), 
•	 Current state-issued ID (from any state), 
•	 Current military ID, OR 
•	 Current passport (from any country) 

PROOF OF ADDRESS EXAMPLES 
•	 Current, postmarked piece of mail addressed to yourself, 
•	 Printed checkbook with both name and current address, 
•	 Auto registration with name and current address, 
•	 Voter registration with name and current address, 
•	 Report card with name and current address, OR 
•	 Current lease agreement with name and current address

LIBRARY 
PROGRAMS
LIBRARY 
PROGRAMS
FREE BOOK 
GIVEAWAY FOR KIDS 
AND TEENS FOR ONE 
DAY ONLY

DON’T MISS READ ACROSS 
AMERICA DAY ON MARCH 2
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TRIVIA
Test your knowledge against the librarians on Facebook Live!

FEBRUARY: 
LOUISIANA FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12 | 10:30am

MARCH: 
WOMEN’S 
HISTORY

FRIDAY, MARCH 26 | 10:30am

MOCHA MONDAY 
BOOK CLUB 
The Mocha Monday Book Club reads books 
by authors of color. For the Zoom link, 
email jgeever@oplib.org.

HITTING A STRAIGHT 
LICK WITH A CROOKED 
STICK: STORIES FROM THE 
HARLEM RENAISSANCE  
BY ZORA NEALE HURSTON

FEBRUARY 1 | 5pm

SAVING RUBY KING  
BY CATHERINE ADEL WEST 

MARCH 1 | 5pm

LOST IN THE STACKS 
BOOK CLUB 
If you love literary fiction, you’ll love the 
Lost in the Stacks Book Club. For the Zoom 
link, email hpriestley@oplib.org. 

THE NICKEL BOYS 
BY COLSON WHITEHEAD

FEBRUARY 9 | 5pm

THE ASH FAMILY 
BY MOLLY DEKTAR

MARCH 9 | 5pm

The Rainbow Reads Book Club is for 
members of the LGBT community 
and their allies. For the Zoom link, 
email lcunningham@oplib.org.

JAYA AND RASA: A LOVE 
STORY BY SONIA PATEL

FEBRUARY 22 | 5pm

WILD BEAUTY BY ANNA-
MARIE MCLEMORE MARCH 29 | 5pm

RAINBOW READS  
BOOK CLUB 

ONLINE  
BOOK CLUB 
Join our Facebook group and discuss 
great books! Books are available in 
print and on the Hoopla app as both 
e-books and e-audiobooks

BEFORE I LET YOU GO BY KELLY RIMMER

BOOK 
CLUBS
BOOK 
CLUBS

VIRTUAL STORY TIME 
EVERY THURSDAY | 4:00pm

Join your favorite children’s librarians for songs, crafts and of 
course, stories, at virtual story time. Story time goes live on 
our Facebook page at 4 p.m. every Thursday. Watch live or 
watch later!
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Bernie Dayton “B.D.” Robinson is remembered by many 
in our region as an active leader in the Black community, 
dedicating his life to activism and education. The 
Ouachita Parish Public Library Genealogy and Special 
Collections department is home to resources that 
provide biographical information on some well-known 
Monroe residents, including Robinson. These documents 
help preserve the memory of this great man and many 
other people like him. 

Born to sharecroppers on February 17, 1910 in Ouachita 
Parish, B.D.’s early life was dedicated to school. At age 
14, he convinced his parents to allow him to leave 
Monroe to attend Straight College High School, a church-
sponsored prep school in New Orleans, where he did 
janitorial work in exchange for room and board. B.D. 
went on to graduate from Dillard University in 1936. He 
wanted to be a doctor, but as he noted in the Library’s 
biography file, “the Depression caught up with me.” 
Instead, B.D. started his career in education. He taught 
math and science and coached basketball in Vernon, 
West Carroll, Madison and Ouachita Parishes. He was 
principal of J.S. Clark School from 1953-1974.* Ever the 
student, B.D. earned a Master of Arts from St. Louis 
University and completed advanced study at Atlanta 
University and Washington University in St. Louis, 
Missouri. 

Seeing a gap in post-secondary educational opportunities 
for Black students, B.D. and Emily Robinson, his wife 
of 57 years, opened the Robinson Business College in 
1944 and continued to operate the school until 1986.** 
The Library archival file of the school includes college 
catalogs, graduation programs and photographs that are 
integral to this piece of Monroe history. 

In addition to his dedication to education, B.D. was an 
active community leader. Of note to the Library, he 
was integral in the establishment of the Carver Branch 
Library (now the Carver-McDonald Branch Library). The 
branch first opened in 1949 after a request from B.D. 
and the Colored Chamber of Commerce, as the Library 
system at this time was not integrated. Library services 
were first offered to the Black community out of Carroll 

Auditorium. After B.D. helped raise thousands of dollars, 
the Library purchased and renovated a Selman Field 
barracks building for the Carver Branch.*** 

In 2001, B.D. was awarded the Monroe Chamber of 
Commerce’s Silverstein Award for leading the fight 
for equality and registering to vote in 1939. He, Eluen 
Hoston, Alex Brown, E.W. Sims and H.H. Marbles were 
the first Black people to register to vote in Ouachita 
Parish after Reconstruction. Robinson was also active in 
the Ouachita Valley Council of Boy Scouts, the Highway 
Safety Commission, the Northeast Louisiana Sickle Cell 
Anemia Foundation and was appointed to the Monroe 
City Council to fill the term of the late Charles Johnson 
between 1994-1996.  

B.D. died July 12, 2002, in Ouachita Parish. His life’s 
work continues to impact generations of Ouachita Parish 
residents today.  

Much of the information in this article was pulled from 
the Library’s primary resources, including:  

•	 A copy of B.D.’s funeral program, found in the African 
American Funeral Program Book. This book is in 
the Library’s Genealogy Room and is accessible for 
reading during open hours. 

•	 Biography files. These files contain historical and 
genealogical information, usually donated by the 
family or collected from various publications such 
as newspapers. They are also available in the 
Genealogy Room during open hours. 

•	 Louisiana Digital Library. Ouachita Parish Public 
Librarians continually work to digitally preserve rare 
and historic photographs. The photos printed here 
are also available at www.louisianadigitallibrary.com. 

 ARCHIVESfrom the

B.D. ROBINSON: 
MONROE’S ACTIVIST, 

EDUCATOR AND 
LEGEND

B.D. ROBINSON: 
MONROE’S ACTIVIST, 

EDUCATOR AND 
LEGEND
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***Ouachita Parish Public Library’s Carver 
Branch Librarian, Mrs. Odalie S. Richardson 
(McDonald), receiving the key to the Library 
located at 109 ½ Powell’s Alley, Monroe, from 
B.D. Robinson, representative of the Colored 
Chamber of Commerce, as his son Carl Dayton 
Robinson and daughter LaSandra Robinson 
watch. This photo, taken in February 1949, 
is safely stored in the Ouachita Parish Public 
Library archives and made publicly and digitally 
accessible via the Louisiana Digital Library.

**Members of the Robinson Business College graduating 
class of 1946. This photo is safely stored in the Ouachita 
Parish Public Library archives and made publicly and 
digitally accessible via the Louisiana Digital Library.

*Eleona Brinsmade, visiting teacher with the Monroe City School 
System, stands left of B.D. Robinson, principal. The photo was taken 
for the opening of Clark School (originally Monroe Colored High) 
after redecorating for the 1953-54 school year. This photo is safely 
stored in the Ouachita Parish Public Library archives and made 
publicly and digitally accessible via the Louisiana Digital Library.
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ANNA MEYER 
1808 US Highway 165 South
Monroe, LA 71202
Phone: (318) 327-1351

CARVER-MCDONALD
2941 Renwick Street
Monroe, LA 71201
Phone: (318) 327-1477

LOUISE WILLIAMS
140 Bayou Oaks Drive
Monroe, LA 71203
Phone: (318) 327-5422

OLLIE BURNS
5601 Hwy. 165 By-Pass
Richwood, LA 71202
Phone: (318) 327-1235

OUACHITA VALLEY
601 McMillan Road
West Monroe, LA 71291
Phone: (318) 327-1470

SEARCY MEMORIAL
5775 Jonesboro Road
West Monroe, LA 71292
Phone: (318) 327-1240

STERLINGTON MEMORIAL
305 Keystone Road
Monroe, LA 71203
Phone: (318)-327-1382

WEST MONROE
315 Cypress Street
West Monroe, LA 71291
Phone: (318) 327-1365

WEST OUACHITA
188 Hwy 546
West Monroe, LA 71291
Phone: (318) 327-5414

MAIN BRANCH   1800 Stubbs Avenue, Monroe, LA 71201  |  Phone: (318) 327-1490

VISIT YOUR LOCAL BRANCH!


